
Welcome to Mechanics’ Hall Library 

Thank you for visiting! Let us introduce you to our library. 

When you visit, you will find a volunteer at the circulation desk who will be happy to 

answer any questions you may have. If an answer is not at hand, the volunteer will 

address a query to our Library Committee, Mechanics’ Hall staff, or Balsam, our 

regional consortium of libraries and librarians. We will find the information you need. 

What we have 

Our library collection consists of:  

●​ Current fiction 

●​ Nonfiction 

●​ Biography 

●​ An extensive Makers’ collection (fiber arts, ceramics, woodworking, etc.)  

●​ History books on Maine and Portland 

●​ Labor topics, in honor of our original membership of skilled tradesmen. 

Most of the collection is available to be checked out by members, but some older 

volumes are for use only within the library.  

We do not have  

We do not currently have audiobooks or e-books. As a private membership library, 

we do not participate in interlibrary loan; however, we do maintain reciprocal 

relationships with membership libraries in other cities. Ask us for a list when you are 

planning to travel! 

Accessing our catalog  

The Balsam Consortium’s circulation system is Koha, a user-friendly system that 

allows patrons to search the catalog and manage communications from the library. 

Through Koha, you can access both your library account and the digital catalog 

online at https://balsam.bywatersolutions.com/. 
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Members will need to establish a separate login with Koha to your account. Your 

username is your library card number and your password is the last four digits of the 

card number. Once you have logged in, you can: 

●​ Change your password 

●​ Submit changes to your contact information and contact preferences 

●​ Update notifications for holds, due dates, and account renewal 

●​ Search the library for specific volumes 

●​ Establish and maintain your own reading list 

●​ Renew books, place holds on books, and submit suggestions for purchase 

If you have problems logging in, reach out to the library via the contact information 

below. 

Searching for books 

On the Balsam website, select Mechanics’ Hall from the dropdown menu of libraries.  

You can then search for an item by author, title, or keywords. Once you have found 

the item, click on the title to display details about the book. By clicking on the call 

number, you can also select “Browse shelf” to see related titles. 

More information about the Koha digital catalog can be found at 

https://www.mebalsamlibraries.org/public-access-tools/. 

Renewals, holds, and returns 

Books are checked out for a three-week period and may be renewed for an 

additional three weeks. 

Holds placed on books must be picked up within seven days. (If you need additional 

time, please reach out to the library via the contact information below.) 

Books can be returned directly to the library or placed in the book drop located at 

the end of the hall on the first floor. 
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Library Contact Information 

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 10 am – 4 pm 

Phone: 207-773-8396 Ext. 103 

Email: library@mainemechanics.org 

 

We hope that Koha will make using the library more convenient than ever. See you 

soon! 
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